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Table A–6. Standard errors for the proportion of seniors who had used drugs in the previous 12 months:
1975 to 1997

Drug 1975 1980 1985 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997

Alcohol ............................................................................................ 0.4 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.3
Marijuana/hashish ........................................................................... 0.5 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.4
Any illicit drug other than marijuana 0.5 0.4 0.4 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3

LSD ............................................................................................. 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2
Cocaine ....................................................................................... 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2

SOURCE: University of Michigan, Survey Research Center, Institute for Social Re-
search, Monitoring the Future Study, 1975 through 1997.

Table A–7. Sampling errors (95 percent confidence level) for percentages estimated from the Gallup Poll:
1992 and 1993

Percent
Size of sample

1,500 1,000 750 600 400 200 100

Recommended allowance for sampling error of a percentage

Percentages near 10 or 90 .................................................................. 2 2 3 3 4 5 8
Percentages near 20 or 80 .................................................................. 3 3 4 4 5 7 10
Percentages near 30 or 70 .................................................................. 3 4 4 5 6 8 12
Percentages near 40 or 60 .................................................................. 3 4 5 5 6 9 12
Percentages near 50 ............................................................................ 3 4 5 5 6 9 13

SOURCE: Phi Delta Kappa, ‘‘The Annual Gallup Poll of the Public’s Attitudes Toward
the Public Schools, 1993.’’

Table A–8. Sampling errors (95 percent confidence level) for the difference in 2 percentages estimated from the
Gallup Poll: 1992 and 1993

Size of sample
Size of sample

1,500 1,000 750 600 400 200

Recommended allowance for sampling error of a difference in percentages (percentages near 80 or 20)

1,500 ........................................................... 4 4 5 5 6 8
1,000 ........................................................... 4 5 5 5 6 8
750 .............................................................. 5 5 5 6 6 8
600 .............................................................. 5 5 6 6 7 8
400 .............................................................. 6 6 6 7 7 9
200 .............................................................. 8 8 8 8 9 10

Recommended allowance for sampling error of a difference in percentages (percentages near 50)

1,500 ........................................................... 5 5 6 6 7 10
1,000 ........................................................... 5 6 6 7 8 10
750 .............................................................. 6 6 7 7 8 10
600 .............................................................. 6 7 7 7 8 10
400 .............................................................. 7 8 8 8 9 11
200 .............................................................. 10 10 10 10 11 13

SOURCE: Phi Delta Kappa, ‘‘The Annual Gallup Poll of the Public’s Attitudes Toward
the Public Schools, 1993.’’

Table A–9. Maximum differences required for significance (90 percent confidence level) between sample
subgroups from the ‘‘Status of the American Public School Teacher’’ survey: 2000–01

Size of one subgroup
Size of other subgroup

100 200 300 400 500 600 700

100 .......................................... 11.6 10.1 9.5 9.2 9.0 8.9 8.8
200 .......................................... 10.1 8.2 7.5 7.1 6.9 6.7 6.6
300 .......................................... 9.5 7.5 6.7 6.3 6.0 5.8 5.7
400 .......................................... 9.2 7.1 6.3 5.8 5.5 5.3 5.2
500 .......................................... 9.0 6.9 6.0 5.5 5.2 5.0 4.8
600 .......................................... 8.9 6.7 5.8 5.3 5.0 4.7 4.6
700 .......................................... 8.8 6.6 5.7 5.2 4.8 4.6 4.4

SOURCE: National Education Association, Status of the American Public School
Teacher, 2000–01. (Copyright © 2003 by the National Education Association. All rights
reserved.)
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